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History - Overview of Lessons

Queen Elizabeth 1 & The End of the Tudors Year: 8 Duration: 6 Weeks

HomeworkObjective / Questions Learning Activities and Experiences / Teaching Strategies

Starter: Who am I game - identification of different types of people in 

groups of four.                                                                                       Main: 

What we are studying in year 8. As first lesson, distribute of exercise 

books and explain expectations. Discuss what pupils already know about 

history, working in pair to create a spider diagram of ideas. Create cards 

of the time periods identified and name a type of person or an individual 

from that time. Give each pupil a timeline card. To put themselves into 

chronological order.                                                                         Plenary: 

What impact does the history I know about have on todays society and 

how has it influenced your life? Record and share.                                                                         

Extension: How have your ideas changed over time? 

Starter: In groups for four define the word Reign and record in your 

exercise book.   Feedback                                            Main: Draw a spider 

diagram of the key factors you already know about the Young Elizabeth 

and how do you think this might affect her reign?  Share ideas.    

Translate the coded letter on page 76 of your text book.   Write a 

statement.... Mary, Queen of Scotland who was Elizabeth's cousin was 

executed because....   Read the factsheet about the key events in her 

reign.   Briefly list the problems she encountered.                                                                                                                                   

Plenary: What else would you like to find out about?                                                                            

Extension: How would you solve the problems Queen Elizabeth I faced?

Starter: Share the meanings discovered for the homework words.   Share 

the meaning of armada with the class.            Main: Depth Study: Read 

pages 78 to 81 of textbook.   Answer questions 1 - 3 on page 81.                                                                              

Plenary: Share why you think we will remember Queen Elizabeth's 

famous words today?                               Extension: Write an article for a 

history magazine that is called 'The Famous Naval Battles', no more than 

300 words.

Week 1                                       

What I already know about 

history and its impact on the 

world today.  (SMSC focus lesson)                                                                                                         

*Reflect on prior historical 

knowledge and periods of time                                  

*Theorise on the impact of history 

on today's society      *To 

consolidate learning on the 

concept of chronology.

Week 3                                                                                         

The Arduous Journey of Queen 

Elizabeth I Reign                              

*What events led to the Queen 

ordering the execution of her 

cousin?         *What problems did 

the queen encounter through her 

reign?

Week 4                                              

The Spanish Armada                     

*To discover the Spanish 

Armada's Journey.                   

*Why did the Spanish Armada 

lose?                      *To theorise the 

strengths of Queen Elizabeth I                    

Starter: What I know about Kind Henry VIII: Record facts in exercise 

book.    Think - Pair - Share.                                                                             

Main: In Depth Study: Read P72 of text book. Answer question 2b and 

question 3 to give your view and opinion of her studies and abilities.    

Focus on spelling and punctuation.                                                                      

Plenary: What was difficult about writing a school report?  Why was it 

difficult.   Feedback to the class to enable sharing of assistive ideas to 

complete report.

None

Find out the meaning of the following 

words:  Predecessor, monarch, 

scandal, legitimate, warrant, dynasty, 

armada.

Revision

Week 2                                                                                                             

The Young Queen Elizabeth          

*Why the young queen became so 

well educated                 *Discovery 

of the difficulties she faced in 

early life and how she became 

queen                                    

*Evaluation of her abilities and 

comparison of her schooling to 

the subjects studied today                  

Complete school report for Young 

Elizabeth.



NoneWeek 6                                Baseline 

Assessment                            

*Evaluation of historical skills to 

demonstrate how much has been 

remembered.

Complete assessment  booklet - grade given

Week 5                                   

Religious Settlement (SMSC focus 

lesson)                  *Evaluate the 

differences between the 

protestant and catholic religion              

*Did Elizabeth I manage to strike a 

fair balance between and Catholic 

beliefs?                                     

*Weigh up the problems she had 

in implementing the religious 

settlement.               

Starter: Discuss in pairs what you already know about the protestant and 

catholic faiths. Share ideas in class.                                                                                                    

Main: Review the faiths and complete comparison chart.   Pupils to 

weigh up whether the queen has been supporting the catholic faith, the 

protestant faith, or has come to a balanced opinion when determining 

laws.   Complete worksheet on the threats to the religious settlement 

from the information given.                                                                                                       

Plenary: The most interesting fact I have learnt today is... record in 

exercise book.                                                                                              

Extension: Write a short paragraph explaining to what extent Elizabeth's 

religious settlement was fair.   Explain what changes were made by 

Elizabeth and who benefited.

Finish worksheet


